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Birch Hills County
Box 157, Wanham, AB

Phone: (780) 694-3793;
Fax: (780) 694-3788

Web Site: www.birchhillscounty.com

NOTICE TO RATEPAYERS
Due to changes to the Municipal Government Act, Birch Hills
County will be mailing out separate ASSESSMENT NOTICES and
TAX NOTICES commencing in 2010. We anticipate that
ASSESSMENT NOTICES will be sent out prior to APRIL 1, 2010 and
TAX NOTICES will be mailed at the usual time in SEPTEMBER.
Ratepayers are advised that the ASSESSMENT APPEAL PERIOD
has been increased from 30 days to 60 days. Detailed instructions
will be included in your Assessment Notice advising of the appeal
procedure. This will be your only opportunity to appeal your
ASSESSMENT so please take time to review your notice and the
appeal information when it arrives in the mail.
Please contact the County Office with any questions you may have.

As of January 1, 2010 the Development Permit and Building
Permit process will be streamlined for all applicants in Birch Hills
County. When you apply for your Development Permit, you will be
given information so that you can begin the process to obtain the

necessary Building Permits.

Superior Safey Codes will be the accredited agency issuing the
following permits within Birch Hills County:

• Building Permits
• Gas Permits

• Private Sewage Disposal Permits
• Plumbing Permits
• Electrical Permits

Please note that Development Permits and Building Permits are
not one and the same. Building Permits ensure that your proposed
structure is sound and complies with the Safety Codes of Alberta

Standards. Development Permits ensure that your proposed
development conforms with the Land Use Bylaw.

If you are planning on building a structure, please contact the
County Office to ensure your development process is as smooth as

possible.

PUBLIC NOTICE
WANHAM TRANSFER SITE USERS
After experiencing two fires at the Wanham

Transfer Site, please be advised we are
accepting NO burnt refuse of any kind, hot or

cold, into the bins.
Thank you in advance for your cooperation.

IMPORTANT NOTICE REGARDING
DEVELOPMENT PERMITS -- BUILDING PERMITS
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Municipal District of Spirit River No. 133

Box 389, Spirit River, Alberta, Canada, T0H 3G0
Phone: 1-780-864-3500   Fax: 1-780-864-4303

E-mail: mdsr133@mdspiritriver.ab.ca
Web Site: www.mdspiritriver.ab.ca

Next Regular Council Meetings are Jan. 18, 2010 and Feb. 1, 2010
at 9 a.m. at the MD OFfice.

Reminder:  Contact the MD office three days prior to  meeting to be added to the agenda.

 Next ASB Meeting is January 11th, 2010.

Winter meetings are held on the second and fourth Wednesday of each
month.The next scheduled practice/meeting is January 13 at 7:30 p.m.
For more details call Bill at 864-3057 or 864-0782.

• MD #133 Fire Department:  (Fire Chief – Bill Mortland)

• Public Works:  (Jesse Gingell - Public Works Supervisor)
In the event of Emergency Call Out of Municipal Equipment please call

Jess at 780-864-9358 or Mike M at 780-864-9365 or Tom at 780-864-9600

Reminder:Reminder:Reminder:Reminder:Reminder: Tax penalties of 2% were added on September 16,
October 16, November 16 and December 16 for any outstanding
unpaid property taxes for the 2009 year. There was another 10%
added on January 1, 2010 which will also include any other amounts
owing such as penalties on top of the outstanding 2009 taxes.

Municipal Heritage
Sites

Individuals and/or groups that are interested in saving a building
or a site as a historical place within the Municipality are invited to
prepare a brief report of the site.
Please include as much of the following information as possible
in your report

· Name of the place.
· Approximate date in time or age of the place that you are

reporting. When was it built? Who was involved in building
it? What was the intended purpose of the site?

· If you are reporting on people/events; who were they?
What did they do or what was their importance within our
municipality? What happened to them? Where did it
happen?

· Tell us the story behind the place/people. Why do you
think this particular place/person should be included in
our historical registers?

· Where is the site located? Please describe by legal land
description and be sure to include any land related historical
value.

· Indicate the landowner names and would they be willing to
allow us to photograph the site.

· Please provide as much information as possible of the
historic place; this maybe acquired through documents
and speaking to individuals, as well as photos

· What is the Heritage value? (the aesthetic, historic,
scientific, cultural, social, spiritual importance of the site
for past, present & future generations)

· What are the character-important elements of the site?
(Materials, forms, location, spatial configurations, uses
and cultural associations or meanings that add to the
heritage value of this historic place, and which of these
elements must we keep in preserving the heritage value?

I look forward to your statements of places and/or people of
interest within our Municipality. There are possible heritage sites
within our Municipality and I rely on the reports that residents
send in to collect, explore, document and save them for future
generations.
Fran Boomgaarden (780) 864-3500

The Central Peace Family and Community Support Services would like
to extend a HUGE “thank you” to you for your support of the Christmas
Food Hamper Project of 2009.  We are proud to report that we were able
to serve approximately 214 people in need. This means 63 families,
including 127 adults and 87 children were able to have a wonderful
holiday.  I just want to thank all the volunteers who helped with all the
sorting, packing and handing out.  Everyone’s efforts, both great and
small, were critical to the success of this project. You guys are awesome,
and the job couldn’t have been done without you!  Wishing everyone the
best in 2010.
Keep a look out in the New Year for our first transportation day, scheduled
for January 14th.  Book your seat by calling Jazmine at 780-864-3500.

Greetings from
FCSS!

Alberta and Prairie Shelterbelt Programs
Application forms are available at the office for Farmers and Acreage
owners to apply for shelterbelt trees.  For those people who are
eligible for free trees from the Prairie Shelterbelt program you can
select from nine varieties of deciduous trees, 12 varieties of
deciduous shrubs including fruit trees and four evergreen varieties.
You can visit their website for more information at
www.agr.gc.ca/pfra/shelterbelt_e.htm

  The Alberta Shelterbelt Program has an application fee of $26.25 with a $22.00 fee for
each bundle of ten trees purchased. There are nine varieties of tall growing willow and
poplar, six varieties of midsized tree including chokecherry and May Day, nine varieties of
fruit and hedge trees and six varieties of evergreens including spruce, larch and pine.
Applications can also be submitted over the internet at www.marketland.net
Applications for both programs will be received until March 15, 2010 and early applications
have a better opportunity of getting the trees you want.  The ASB will pick up the trees for
distribution in late May.

MD Website:
http://www.mdspiritriver.ab.ca
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